Journey to
Jordan & Israel
with Optional Spain Extension

12/22
Days

Fully
Escorted

6th May –
17
May 202t0h/27th

Escorted by Rev Gerald Vanderwert

															 I would love to have you join with me on what will be an experience you will never forget, as we travel to the places where the Lord Jesus
															 walked and ministered. It will change the way you read the Bible, as you remember, reflect and give thanks for being able to experience
															 the places, which will help bring the Scripture alive. We will also visit the Holocaust Museum (Yad Vashem) in Jerusalem. I have led other
															 tours to Turkey, Greece, Malta and Germany, and they have all proved to be an unforgettable experience.
															 Although this is a significant investment, Olive Tree Travel and I are committed to providing you with an educational, spiritual and fun
															 time, which you won’t regret having experienced. The optional journey to Spain is also designed to show you some of the main attractions of this wonderful country. Having visited there myself, I am eager to go back, and share it with you. You will not be disappointed! The culinary delights of Spain are something to experience!! We have given a lot of thought to both itineraries to ensure we visit the ‘must do’ sites in both countries.
So please, come along and join me and the others who have already indicated they are coming on this wonderful adventure.
ATTEND AN
INFORMATION GATHERING
Meet your fellow pilgrims;
hear from Rev Gerald & Steven Green
from Olive Tree Travel.
Learn more about the journey and
have all your questions answered.
WHEN: Monday 17th June, 2019 at 7.30pm.
WHERE: Donvale Presbyterian Church Hall
5 McGowans Rd, Donvale VIC  

TOTAL ESTIMATED
PACKAGE PRICE TO
ISRAEL & JORDAN:

$6,350*

OPTIONAL SINGLE ROOM
SUPPLEMENT ADDITIONAL

$1,395

* Price based on minimum of 25 paying participants.
Subject to change. Conditions apply.

TOTAL ESTIMATED PACKAGE PRICE FOR OPTIONAL SPAIN EXTENSION:
Based on 20 -24 participants: AUD$5,090*
OPTIONAL SINGLE ROOM AUD$1,250
* Prices are subject to change. Conditions apply
Based on 15 - 19 participants: AUD$5,590*
PROPOSED HOTELS FOR JORDAN/ISRAEL (OR SIMILAR):
Petra Old Village		 1 night 			Amman		 Amman Village 1 night
Galilee Nof Ginosar 2 nights Jerusalem Olive Tre e 5 nights

JORDAN/ISRAEL PRICE INCLUDES:

• Return economy class airfares from Melbourne - Dubai - Amman return with Emirates
(or return from Barcelona – Dubai – Melbourne)
• 9 nights’ hotel accommodation including daily buffet breakfasts & dinners throughout
• Comprehensive sightseeing tours as outlined in the itinerary with the services of
local professional English speaking guide throughout the tour
• Airport meet and assistance and transfers and transportation throughout in a luxury 		
air-conditioned coach • 10 lunches at local restaurants		 • Entrance fees to museums
and all sights as mentioned in the itinerary • Tips & gratuities throughout
• Headsets in Israel

JORDAN/ISRAEL PRICE EXCLUDES:

Seville Becquer		 2 nights Granada Melia Granada 1 night
Valencia Melia Plaza 2 nights Barcelona Catlonia Las Ramblas (tbc) 2 nights

SPAIN PRICE INCLUDES:

• Economy class airfare from Tel Aviv to Madrid
• 10 nights’ hotel accommodation including daily breakfast
• Comprehensive sightseeing tours as outlined in the itinerary with the
services of local professional English speaking guide throughout the tour
• Airport meet and assistance and transfers and transportation throughout
in a luxury air-conditioned coach
• Entrance fees to museums and all sights as mentioned in the itinerary
• Tips & gratuities throughout		 • Highlights: Day 2 - Tapas dinner in a
restaurant, Day 4 – Flamenco Show with dinner in Seville, Day 8 – Paella 		
cooking class with visit to the Central Market and paella lunch, farewell
dinner in Barcelona

• Beverages with meals • Entrance/sightseeing/meals other than those in the itinerary SPAIN PRICE EXCLUDES:
• Some dinners not mentioned in Spain • Beverages with meals
• Single supplement • Travel insurance • Incidental expenses of a personal nature such
as phone calls, laundry, room service etc. • Any services not listed in ‘Price Includes’ above • Lunches (except the paella lunch) • Entrance/sightseeing/meals other than
those in the itinerary • Single supplement • Travel insurance
• Incidental expenses of a personal nature such as phone calls, laundry, room
PROPOSED SPAIN HOTELS (OR SIMILAR):
service etc. • Any services not listed in ‘Price Includes’ above
Madrid Emperador 2 nights Cordoba NH Collection Amistad De Cordoba 1 night

DAY 1: WED 6 MAY Depart Australia

We depart today on our Emirates flight to Dubai and onwards to Amman.

DAY 2: THU 7 MAY Arrive Amman, Mt. Nebo, Madaba, Petra

We arrive into Amman today. We visit Mt Nebo, from where Moses viewed the
Promised Land and is buried. Visit Madaba to view the ancient mosaic of Jerusalem (including a talk at the information centre). We enjoy lunch in Madaba
before proceeding to Petra via the desert highway. Dinner and overnight in
Petra. (LD)

DAY 3: FRI 8 MAY Petra

Enjoy a full day to explore “the rose - red city” of Petra which, from 300 BC was
inhabited by Nabateans. Take a walk through the dramatic “ciq” or canyon and
see the Treasury, carved in the pink stone. Continue past the Roman Theatre,
the Corinthian Tomb and Palace Tomb to the Roman road, and if time permits,
climb up to the Monastery. We enjoy lunch inside Petra. Later we transfer to
Amman for dinner and overnight. (BLD)

DAY 4: SAT 9 MAY Allenby, Jordan River, Jericho, Mt. Tabor

After check-out this morning we proceed to the Allenby Bridge border crossing
point to Israel. After border formalities, we visit the Jordan River baptismal site
and then continue to Jericho, one of the oldest cities in the world and see the
excavations there. Also view the Mt of Temptation. Drive up through the Jordan Valley to visit Mt. Tabor, the site of the transfiguration. Continue to the Sea
of Galilee to our hotel for dinner and overnight. (BLD)

DAY 5: SUN 10 MAY

Sea of Galilee, Mt. of Beatitudes, Tabgha, Capernaum

After breakfast we visit the ancient fishing boat dating from the 1st century
that was found in the seabed at Nof Ginosar Kibbutz. We then enjoy a morning
boat ride across the Sea of Galilee. Later we drive up the Mt. of Beatitudes and
visit the beautiful church where the Sermon on the Mount is remembered. We
then visit the Church of Tabgha with its famous mosaic of the Loaves and Fishes and the Church of Primacy (Mensa Christi) where Jesus said to Peter “Thou
art the rock”. From there we continue onto Capernaum to see the synagogue
and Peter’s house, the centre of Jesus preaching ministry. We enjoy a St Peter’s
fish lunch at a local restaurant before we have some free time for shopping. We
return to our hotel at the Sea of Galilee for dinner and overnight. (BLD)

DAY 6: MON 11 MAY

Nazareth Village, Nazareth, Caesarea, Jerusalem

Southern Wall Excavations. Onto Mt. Zion where we visit the Upper Room and
the church known as St. Peter in Gallicantu, where Peter denied Christ. See also
Caiphas’ House, where Jesus was held. This afternoon, we will visit the Garden
Tomb before returning to our hotel for dinner and overnight. (BLD)

DAY 10: FRI 15 MAY Western Wall, Old City, Holy Sepulchre,
Sound and Light Show
We enter the Dung Gate to visit the Western Wall, and to view the Al-Aksa
Mosque and the Dome of the Rock, which is the same rock that Abraham was
going to sacrifice his son. We will enjoy a fascinating tour of the Western Wall
Tunnels and will also see the Pool of Bethesda where the angel ruffled the water, and St. Anne’s Church, the traditional birthplace of Jesus’ mother. We walk
through the Old City of Jerusalem passing the Stations of the Cross, ending
with a visit to the Church of The Holy Sepulchre. Late this afternoon we will
have some free time in the Old City. After dinner at our hotel we will enjoy
the Sound and Light Show at the City of David citadel, commencing around
8.00pm. We return to the hotel for overnight. (BLD)

DAY 11: SAT 16 MAY Allenby, Depart Amman

After breakfast we will check out of our hotel. Those joining the Spain extension will transfer to Ben Gurion Airport for the flight to Madrid. For those who
have chosen to return home, a transfer will be provided across the Allenby
Bridge back into Jordan. After border formalities and lunch at a local restaurant, we will continue with our transfer to Amman International Airport for the
departure flight home. (BL)

DAY 12: SUN 17 MAY Arrive Australia

Arrive back to Australia today with wonderful memories of our trip!

OPTIONAL SPAIN EXTENSION
DAY 11: SAT 16 MAY Arrive Madrid

Upon arrival to Madrid we will be met by our waiting guide and coach and
commence our panoramic tour of Madrid. A first glimpse of Madrid will allow
us to appreciate the dimension and beauty of this city of three million inhabitants and its urban development over the last 150 years. We will see the vital
points of the city: the Paseo de la Castellana, the Manzanares River, Calle de
Alcalá (the longest street in Madrid), Gran Vía Plaza de España, Fountains of
Neptune and Cibeles, Alcalá Gate and Puerta del Sol. We will also see the Salamanca district, urban expressions from the Arturo Soria garden-city to the
more recent Plaza de Castilla district, the Colón, España and Atocha Squares,
and have time to stroll in the Old Quarter. Dinner and overnight at our hotel
in Madrid. (BD)

After breakfast and checking out of our hotel, we start with a visit to Nazareth
Village, the recreated 1st century village. We then continue to Nazareth and see
the Church of the Annunciation and St. Joseph’s Church. Later we continue to
Caesarea, once the capital of the Roman province, and see the aqueduct, theatre, Herod’s Palace and the harbour from where St. Paul was taken to Rome.
DAY 12: SUN 17 MAY Madrid
We then drive to Jerusalem for dinner and overnight. (BLD)
After breakfast our exploration of this amazing city continues. Today we will
DAY 7: TUE 12 MAY Masada, Qumran, Dead Sea
get to know the Madrid of the Habsburgs, that is, the city that became the
We start with a drive along the shores of the Dead Sea, to the fortress mountain capital in 1561. Originally an Arab fortress that later became the Alcázar of
called Masada, which was the stronghold of Jewish resistance to the Romans Carlos V, today it is the Royal Palace, a Bourbon design from the 18th century.
in the revolt of 75 AD. We ascend by cable car to see the remains of Herod’s From there we go along the Calle Mayor to the Plaza de la Villa Square and the
Palace and many other archaeological excavations which can be found there. San Miguel Market. We we will also visit the Prado Museum, which was recently
We continue to Qumran to visit the remains of the Essene enclave and see the expanded, and houses the former royal collections in an early 18th century
caves where the Dead Sea Scrolls were hidden and discovered. After lunch we building. The focus is on the great masters of Spanish art: El Greco, Velázquez
will have time for a float in the salty waters of the Dead Sea. If time and condi- and Goya, and displays the fine taste that the royal family had for Italian art
tions prevail, on our way back, we may have the opportunity for a quick stop (primarily Tiziano and Tintoretto), and Flemish art from El Bosco to Rubens.
at the Monastery of St George to view the old road from Jerusalem to Jericho, After our guided visit here there is time to stay on and explore the museum
where David wrote Psalm:23: “The valley of the shadow of death”. We return to further at leisure. Otherwise there will be free time for shopping or maybe a
our hotel in Jerusalem for dinner and overnight. (BLD)
visit Reina Sofia Museum on our own. Tonight we will enjoy a tapas dinner in a
local restaurant. (BD)
* Some participants may like to climb to Masada – depending on the weather. We
recommend this as early as possible to avoid the noon heat. Descent is by cable **The Royal Palace can be closed unexpectedly if the Spanish Royal Family needs
to use it for any official celebration. Even if the reservation has been done, it will
car only.
automatically be cancelled due to security reasons.

DAY 8: WED 13 MAY Mt. of Olives, Bethlehem, Israel Museum

This morning we start at the Mt. of Olives to visit the Place of Ascension and the
Pater Noster Church and view the Jewish cemetery. We then follow the Palm
Sunday Road stopping at Dominus Flevit, where Jesus wept over Jerusalem.
At the foot of the hill we arrive at the Garden of Gethsemane with its ancient
olive trees, and the Church of All Nations. We later drive to Bethlehem to visit
the Church of the Nativity where Jesus was born. Our last stop for the day will
be a visit to the Shrine of the Book at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem where the
Dead Sea Scrolls are kept. We will also see here the Model of Jerusalem at the
time of Jesus and the Second Temple. Dinner and overnight at our hotel. (BLD)

Day 13: MON 18 May Toledo, Cordoba

After breakfast today we will check out of the hotel and travel to Toledo, the
predecessor to Madrid as the capital of Spain, and the Spanish city that best
represents the religious ideals of the Middle Ages. From the Visigoth period
which emanated the idea of a united, independent and Catholic Iberian Peninsula, to the medieval cohabitation of three religions -the Cristo de la Luz
Mosque, the Tránsito and Santa María la Blanca synagogues, and the cathedralwe arrive at the controversial Spanish Renaissance: the Santa Cruz Hospital and
El Greco. During our visit here we also see the cathedral, Sinagoga Santa Maria
la Blanca, and the Santo Tomé with “The Burial of the Count of Orgaz“. Despite
DAY 9: THU 14 MAY City of David, Davidson Centre, Mt. Zion, the overlapping of cultures, wandering the narrow streets of Toledo continues
to evoke this Mediterranean and Semitic origin of so many Spanish cities. After
Upper Room, Garden Tomb
After breakfast today we visit the City of David, which includes a tour of War- time for lunch (own expense), we travel to Cordoba for dinner and overnight.
ren’s Shaft and Hezekiah’s Tunnel. Visit the Davidson Museum and explore the (BD)

DAY 14: TUE 19 MAY Cordoba, Seville

Córdoba was likely the most powerful city in Al-Andalus, and the great mosque
bears witness to this period, very well preserved despite, or perhaps because
of, its conversion to a cathedral. A worship centre for the third religion is not
lacking; a Jewish synagogue surrounded by its aljama or Jewish Quarter and
the remembrance of the great rabbinic thinkers. We finish the visit with a stroll
through the streets of the old district and its charming patios. After time for
lunch (own expense) we travel to Seville for our overnight stay. Tonight we will
enjoy a Flamenco Show with dinner. (BD)

DAY 15: WED 20 MAY Seville

the Gardens of Valencia has gathered at one of the cathedral portals to render
judgement in a medieval and effective manner over abuses of their most precious commodity: water. We will also enjoy a paella cooking class and enjoy
what we have prepared for our delicious lunch. Overnight in Valencia with
dinner at own expense (B).

DAY 19: SUN 24 MAY Barcelona

We travel to Barcelona and visit the Sagrada Familia and Park Güell.   In 1883
the brilliant architect Gaudí agreed to take on the Sagrada Familia project, succeeding Francisco de Paula, and worked on it until his death. Work to complete
this great basilica still continues today. The first architect to undertake this project originally planned a neo-Gothic building, however when Gaudí took over
he chose to conserve the original layout but stamped his own personal imprint
and distinctive style on the building. He finished only the chapel of San José,
the crypt and the door of El Nacimiento. The façades and the entire exterior
have a glorious profusion of brightly coloured decorative elements and there
is a cryptogram over the La Pasión door. Park Guell was first conceived as a
residential town, inspired by English garden cities, although the houses were
never built and it ended up as a public park. It is considered one of the most
important Modernist works in the world, displaying Gaudí’s full artistic powers
as he turned his genius for architecture towards putting into practice many
of his innovative ideas in construction. It was built on the Montaña Pelada, a
concave terrain shaped like an amphitheatre, with views of Barcelona and the
sea. Only two of the houses originally planned for the estate were built. One of
these is now the Gaudí House and Museum, and the other is Casa Trias house.
Overnight and dinner in Barcelona. (BD)

After breakfast we will commence our full day exploring Seville. Of the three
capitals that the Muslims had in Andalusia, it was Seville that the Christian
kings chose for themselves. We will see the Royal Palaces which King Pedro
I had built, and also see the imposing Gothic Cathedral which occupies the
grounds of the mosque. We will also visit Maria Luisa Park, which was donated
to the city in 1893 by the Infanta María Luisa Fernanda de Borbón, Duchess
of Montpellier. It is laid out in the shape of a trapeze and is criss-crossed by
tree-lined avenues with fountains and statues. Here we can walk around and
enjoy the wide open spaces of this beautful park. Later we visit the Plaza de
Espana, inspired by and built after the Ibero-american Exhibition of 1929 which
was held in Seville. The creator Aníbal González, mixed a style inspired by the
Renaissance with typical elements from the city: exposed brick, ceramics and
wrought iron (worked by Domingo Prida). The floor plan is semicircular and is
dominated by two towers, one on each side of the enclosed area, which frame
the central building where the main rooms are. Between the two towers runs
a network of galleries with an arcade of semicircular arches leading to exits in
different parts of the square, where a fountain stands. Later we enjoy some DAY 20: MON 25 May Barcelona
Our point of entry to Barcelona is the vast historical district. We will see one
free time to enjoy Barrio Santa Cruz. Dinner tonight at own expense. (B)
of the most beautiful examples of the Catalan Gothic style with the imposing
Santa María del Mar Church. From there we will head towards the Gothic quarDAY 16: THU 21 MAY Granada
After breakfast we depart Seville and head towards Granada. We begin our ter where we will see the cathedral, the Palau de la Generalitat, the Town Hall,
journey at La Alhambra, masterful work of the Nazrids, and the last dynasty of and the small streets that lead to the Plaza Real. Afterwards we will head to the
the Hispanic Muslims. In its rooms, patios and gardens  we will understand the portside area, the Barceloneta, and the Olympic Village. Our ascent towards
fascination that water and vegetation have wielded over the Islamic culture, Montjuich will provide beautiful views of the city and sea. Next to the old casand how we are still today seduced by their legendary romantic tales. We will tle, we will find the rest of the Olympic facilities. A panoramic view wraps up
attempt to appreciate, despite the obvious contrasts, the beauty of the Palace this portion of our visit as we now turn towards the Eixample, the mid 19th
of Emperor Carlos V. After time for lunch (own expense) the afternoon is free century extension of Barcelona, its structure is quite exemplary for its time.
for us to explore Granada further at leisure. Overnight in Granada. Dinner to- This afternoon is free, with time to visit Miró, the Picasso Museum, La Pedrera
or Palace of Catalan Music or just relax and enjoy this beautiful city. We enjoy a
night at own expense. (B)
farewell dinner in Barcelona tonight. (BD)
**Alhambra and Generalife – tickets and schedule are subject to availability.

DAY 17: FRI 22 MAY Valencia

Today we travel to Valencia with independent lunch enroute in a Spanish village. The cultural city of Valencia has long wanted to be joined to the seashore,
and one of the most recent and ambitious projects is the City of Arts and Sciences erected on the old Turia riverbed. Over the past few years, the prestigious Valencian architect Santiago Calatrava has created the Palace of the Arts
for opera and dance, with the Hemispheric Cinema, the Museum of Science,
and the Oceanographic Centre, for the study of marine science. There is free
time this afternoon before we check into our hotel in Valencia. Dinner tonight
at own expense. (B)

DAY 18: SAT 23 MAY Valencia

We begin our visit in Valencia in the heart of the city where we can see a portion of the ancient Roman walls adjacent to Arab additions and the medieval
Christian gates. Currently it is the Gothic cathedral with its miquelet tower that
takes centre stage. The Arab-designed narrow streets reveal a city once encircled by rivers. A stroll through the side streets takes us to the Plaza Redonda,
the market, and finally, the great symbol of Valencian power, the Silk Exchange
from the 15th century. Since the age of the Caliphs, the Tribunal of Water for

DAY21: TUE 26 MAY Depart Barcelona

We farewell Spain today as we transfer to the airport for our flight home to
Australia. (B)

DAY22: WED 27 MAY Arrive Australia

We arrive home today with many wonderful memories of our journey!
**Itinerary is subject to change**

EXTRA TRAVEL?
Are you interested in doing additional travel? Another tour
or a cruise perhaps? Many cruises leave from Barcelona. If you
are interested in doing a short cruise, please get in touch with
Olive Tree Travel. Who knows, there may be a whole group of
people who are interested!

WHAT TO DO NEXT

1. Register your interest and obtain a booking form from Rev Gerald or the team at Olive Tree Travel.
2. To secure your place, a deposit of $350 per person is required by 01st July 2019.
3. Full payment is required by 10th March 2020.

WHO TO
CONTACT:

Rev Gerald Vanderwert
Snr Pastor,
Donvale Presbyterian Church
Mobile: 0414 407 404
Email: geraldmv@tpg.com.au

Olive Tree Travel

Suite 1, Level 1
230 Balaclava Road, North Caulfield VIC 3161
T: +61 3 8488 9696 or 1300 55 08 30
info@olivetreetravel.com.au
www.olivetreetravel.com.au

Proud Member of the
International Institute for
Peace through Tourism

