Israel In Depth:

17 Days

Exploring The Old & New Testament

NZD $7,690*

TOTAL ESTIMATED
PACKAGE PRICE:

													We invite you to join us on this
incredible journey to experience the
wonder that is the physical world of
the Bible. There is nothing like walking where Jesus walked,
standing where the prophets and the patriarchs stood,
and experiencing the culture of Jesus to bring the Bible
alive. From the Shepherds’ Fields and Bethlehem, to the
Holy City of Jerusalem and from sailing on the Sea of Galilee to walking through the ruins of Capernaum where Jesus lived and worked, our faith will become alive in ways we
least expect! At each site we will have time to take in and
reflect on the history and significance of what we are looking at and what that might mean for us today through the
insights of our tour guide and experienced Bible teacher.  
Pastor Hamish and Anne Thomson

11th - 27t
M ay 2 0 2 0h

OPTIONAL SINGLE ROOM
SUPPLEMENT ADDITIONAL

NZD $2,175

* Price is based on a group of minimum 25 participants. Conditions apply. Subject to change.

With Ps Hamish Thomson,
Abundant Life Church

Fully
Escorted

BASED ON FOLLOWING HOTELS (or similar):

Hadera		 Ramada Resort 1 night			 Haifa 		 Dan Panorama 1 night
Galilee			Caeser 3 nights												Jerusalem Olive Tree 5 nights
Dead Sea David Hotel 1 night					Jerusalem Olive Tree 2 nights

PRICE INCLUDES

• Return economy class airfares from Auckland – Hong Kong – Tel Aviv
with Cathay Pacific
• All airport and departure taxes (subject to change)
• 13 nights hotel accommodation including breakfasts throughout at hotels
• 10 lunches at local restaurants
• 12 dinners at the hotels and 1 farewell dinner at a local restaurant
• Comprehensive sightseeing tours as outlined in the itinerary with the
services of local professional English speaking guide throughout the tour
• Airport meet and assistance and transfers and transportation throughout
in a luxury air-conditioned coach
• Entrance fees to museums and all sights as mentioned in the itinerary
• Whisperer headsets
• Tips, gratuities and porterage throughout

PRICE EXCLUDES
•
•
•
•
•
•

Beverages with meals
Lunches not mentioned above
Entrance/sightseeing/meals other than those in the itinerary
Single supplement
Travel insurance
Incidental expenses of a personal nature such as phone calls,
laundry, room service etc
• Any services not listed in ‘Price Includes’ above

WHAT TO DO NEXT
1. Register your interest and obtain a booking form from Ps Hamish Thomson or the team at Olive Tree Travel
2. To secure your place, a deposit of NZD$500 per person will be due by 22nd April 2019 (unless sold out prior).
3. Full payment will be required by 12th March 2020.

DAY 1: MON 11 MAY Depart Auckland

(Luke 2:8), then venture into the town of Bethlehem to see the Church of the
Depart Auckland today on our Cathay Pacific flight bound for Hong Kong. On Nativity. Visit Yad Vashem, a moving experience to commemorate the victims
arrival we transfer to our connecting Cathay Pacific flight from Hong Kong to of the Holocaust in World War Two. Return to Jerusalem for dinner and overnight. (BLD)
Tel Aviv.

DAY 9: TUE 19 MAY Mt of Olives, Palm Sunday Walk, Gethsemane
DAY 2: TUE 12 MAY
Arrive Israel, Neot Kedumum, Jaffa, Tel Aviv, HaderaUpon arrival We travel past Mt. Scopus and onto the Mt of Olives.  We see the Church of Pathis morning we will be met by our guide and driver. Our first stop is the Biblical Nature Reserve called Neot Kedumim. Here, we learn all about the flora and
fauna mentioned in the Bible. It is a wonderful introduction to the land of milk
and honey! Proceed to the ancient port city of Jaffa, where we hear the story of
Jonah & the Whale and visit Simon the Tanner’s house. After lunch (own cost)
we will drive through Tel Aviv and check in to our hotel on the Mediterranean
Coast in Hadera for an early dinner and overnight. (D)

DAY 3: WED 13 MAY Caesarea, Akko, Mt Carmel, Haifa

ter Noster where Our Lord’s Prayer is remembered and the Place of Ascension
(Acts 1:1-12).  We begin the traditional “Palm Sunday Walk,” the path Christ followed as He made His triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Along the way we stop
at Dominus Flevit, where Jesus wept over Jerusalem.  Continue to the Garden
of Gethsemane, with its ancient olive trees, and the Church of All Nations (Luke
22: 39-53). Enjoy dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (BLD)

DAY 10: WED 20 MAY Free Day in Jerusalem

Enjoy a full day at leisure to rest, go shopping or tour independently. Meet back
Well rested, we will depart our hotel and drive to the sea-side city of Caesarea, at the hotel this evening for dinner and overnight. (BD)
founded by Herod the Great around 22 BC and capital of the Roman province
for 500 years.  Paul visited the city many times, was imprisoned here (Acts 24- DAY 11: THU 21 MAY Walking tour of the Old City
27) and was then taken to Rome.  We visit the theatre, Hippodrome, Old City Enter the Old City, where we visit the Davidson Centre, one of the largest and
Gallery and the aqueduct.  We continue onto the Crusader port city of Akko.   most significant archaeological sites in the country. Nearby are the “Southern
See the Hospitaller Fortress built by the Templars, and walk through the under- Steps” leading to the original main entrance to the Temple Mount (in the time
ground tunnels from the fortress to the city port.  We then drive up Mt Carmel of Jesus).  This is one of the few places one can be sure they walk along the
for a wonderful view of the port, the Mediterranean, River Kishon and northern same pavement stones and steps that Jesus walked.  We have a tour of the
coastline.  Finally, enjoy an early dinner and overnight at our beautiful hotel in Western Wall Tunnels at the base of the Temple Mount, now the site of the
Dome of the Rock and the al-Aqsa Mosque, the third holiest site of Islam, and
Haifa. (BLD)
the traditional site of Solomon’s Temple. Just to the north we find the Pools of
Bethesda (John 5:1-9) and St. Anne’s Church, a perfectly preserved Crusader
DAY 4: THU 14 MAY
period church with remarkable acoustics. Visit the Church of the Holy SepulMegiddo, Nazareth, Sephorris
After breakfast, we drive to Megiddo, one of Solomon’s fortified cities, (1 Kings chre.  From there, we can have free time to explore on our own in the Old City
9:15, 10:26-27, 2 Chronicles 1:14-17) and view the Valley of Armageddon, site of or return back to the hotel.  (BLD)
many wars.  Explore the ruins at Megiddo.  From there, we drive up to Nazareth,
where the Annunciation to Mary took place (Luke 1:26-35).   See the church DAY 12: FRI 22 MAY City of David, Mt Zion & Dead Sea
built over the grotto, and the 1st century Nazareth Village. Visit the Roman re- Visit the City of David, which lies outside Jerusalem’s 14th century walls along a
mains of Sephorris, which used to be a major town at the time of Jesus.  See narrow hill on the east side of the Old City. It is where Jerusalem “began.” Here
there the ancient mosaics and other remains before we end the day at our ho- we view walls, towers and fortifications that protected the city from enemies,
pass through the water system, see the Gihon Springs and Pool of Siloam and
tel on the shores of the Sea of Galilee for dinner and overnight. (BLD)
encounter the personalities and dwelling places of the city as reflected by its
archaeological discovery and in the Bible.  We continue on to visit Mt Zion,
DAY 5: FRI 15 MAY
Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, Mt of Beatitudes, Tabgha, Magdala the Tomb of David and the Upper Room. We visit St. Peter in Gallicantu, where
We start the day with a visit to the 1st century boat discovered in the sea bed at Peter denied Christ thrice and where Caiphas’ house is located.  We return to
the bottom of the Sea of Galilee.  We then embark on a boat ride across the lake the Jewish Quarter of the Old City to see the Roman Cardo and the Herodian
and stop at Capernaum, the centre of Jesus’ Ministry in the Galilee.  See the 1st Mansion.  From there, we drive to the Dead Sea to experience floating on the
century synagogue and the church built over the house of St. Peter.  We then salty waters. Enjoy dinner and overnight at our hotel at the Dead Sea (BLD)
drive up to the top of the Mt of Beatitudes, where the Sermon on the Mount is
remembered (Mathew 5-7, Luke 6:20-49).  After lunch of St. Peter’s fish, we visit DAY 13: SAT 23 MAY
Tabgha, traditional site of the feeding of the 5000 (Mathew 14:13-20) and Men- Masada, Qumran, Qasr El Yahud, Jericho, Bethany, Jerusalem
sa Christi, the Church of Peter’s Primacy.  Visit Magdala before heading back to Drive to the magnificent ruins of the fortress Masada, now a UNESCO World
Heritage site. There we ascend by cable car to view the place where Jewish
our hotel for dinner and overnight. (BLD)
defenders made the last stand of the Judean rebellion against the Romans.
Visit Qumran where the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered. Drive to the newly
DAY 6: SAT 16 MAY The Golan Heights
Our first stop is Chorazim, one of the three towns where Jesus’ Ministry took opened Baptismal site on the banks of the River Jordan called Qasr El Yahud,
place but they rejected his work (“they had not changed their ways” -Mat- also known as Beth-Araba, the House of the Crossing where the Israelites are
t11:20SV), and were then subsequently cursed. (Matthew 11:20-24; Luke believed to have first crossed into the Promised Land. We drive through the
10:13-15). We head northwards to the sources of the River Jordan at Tel Dan Judean wilderness to Jericho to view Mt Temptation and see the excavations
and Banias.  At Tel Dan, we see the excavations of the Israelite town from the of one of the oldest cities in the world. We visit Bethany, home of Mary, Martime of Ahab, (Judges 18:30-31, 1 Kings 12: 25-30). Proceed to Caesarea- Philip- tha and Lazarus (Luke 10:38-42).  We return to Jerusalem and enjoy dinner and
pi, where Peter utters his great confession (Mathew 16 13-18).  We drive up to overnight at our hotel. (BLD)
the top of Mt Bental with its gorgeous views of Mt Hermon for lunch at Israel’s
highest cafe, Café Anan. Then onwards to Gamla. We drive back to the Sea of DAY 14: SUN 24 MAY
Galilee via the eastern shoreline, to our hotel for dinner and overnight. (BLD) Garden Tomb, Shrine of the Book, Scale model of Jerusalem
We start the day with a visit to the Garden Tomb and enjoy Communion togethDAY 7: SUN 17 MAY Beit Shean, Samaria, Sebaste, Jacob’s Well, er.   Visit the Shrine of the Book, which houses the original Dead Sea Scrolls. We
also take some time to view the scale model of Jerusalem in the 1st century.
Shiloh, Jerusalem
We drive to Beit Shean, one of the Decapolis of the Roman Empire and see The rest of the day will be free to explore the Old City. Dinner this evening is
the excavations there (Joshua 17:11-12, 1 Samuel 31:10-13). Continue south at a restaurant for a special farewell festive meal. Overnight in Jerusalem. (BD)
through Samaria, a land rich in Old Testament history, passing Shiloh, where
the Ark of Covenant was kept.   We then drive onto Sebaste.  Enjoy a local lunch DAY 15: MON 25 MAY Depart Israel
before exploring this fascinating site that is rarely visited. Under Herod it was After breakfast and a leisurely checkout, we will be transferred to Ben Guria major city as evidenced by the impressive remains, and John the Baptist was on Airport to check-in for our Cathay Pacific flight departing Tel Aviv for Hong
buried here. Then drive through the valley between the twin peaks of Mt Ger- Kong. (B)  
izim and Mt Ebal, known in the Old Testament as Mt. Blessing and Mt Cursing.
We stop at Jacob‘s Well, hewn out of solid rock and over 100 feet deep, and the DAY 16: TUES 26 MAY Hong Kong – transit
place where Jesus met the Samaritan woman.  Many visitors drink the water Arrive into Hong Kong this morning for a day at leisure. Make our way this evefrom this very well from which Jesus drank.  We end the day in Jerusalem at our ning to the boarding gate for our Cathay Pacific flight departing Hong Kong
bound for Auckland.
hotel for dinner and overnight. (BLD)

DAY 8: MON 18 MAY Herodium, Bethlehem, Yad Vashem

DAY 17: WED 27 MAY Arrive Auckland

We drive south to Herodium, where Herod built one of his many fortresses and Arrive back to Auckland today with wonderful memories of our trip!
where his tomb was recently discovered.  Continue onto the Shepherds Fields’ **Itinerary subject to change

WHO TO
CONTACT:

Hamish Thomson Senior Pastor
Abundant Life Church
71 Abel Smith St
PO Box 9223 Wellington 6141
NEW ZEALAND
W: +64 4 385 6141
M: +64 21 242 5538
hamish@alc.org.nz

Olive Tree Travel

Suite 1, Level 1
230 Balaclava Road, North Caulfield VIC 3161
T: +61 3 8488 9696 or Toll Free: 0800 874 867
info@olivetreetravel.com.au
www.olivetreetravel.com.au
Proud Member of the
International Institute for
Peace through Tourism

