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A UNIQUE JOURNEY TO CENTRAL AUSTRALIA

JO UR N EY T O T HE CE NTRE :

COMBINING VISITS TO THE KEY ICONIC SITES AND SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCES LED BY LOCAL LEADERS

1 7 TH– 2 5 TH
APRIL 2021

9

E S C O R T E D B Y 		

REV’D DR ROB &
ANDREA
M C FA R L A N E

•

D A Y S

TOUR
PA C K A G E
PRICE

$

•
•
•
•
•

F U L LY
ESCORTED

PER PERSON (TWIN SHARE)

OPTIONAL
SINGLE ROOM

SUPPLEMEN T ADDITION AL

$

*Price is based on minimum
group size of 15 paying
participants. Conditions apply.
Price & itinerary subject to
change.

995

Central Australia is a rich source of spirituality and beauty. Indigenous culture stretches back
tens of millennia, embedded in a landscape many millions of years in formation. European
presence has been a complex interaction of domination and compassion. Other people have
also walked this country, such as Afghan cameleers, and many still come with a dream to call
Australia home. Contemporary Alice Springs is a vibrant multicultural centre. Each of these
threads are part of the tapestry we will explore. Our Journey to the Centre is a geographical
journey to the centre of our island home and is also an emotional and spiritual journey to the
centre of our being. We will combine unique opportunities for spiritual experiences as well
as visit some of the iconic places of the geographic centre.
These will include Campfire in the Heart, worship at Alice Springs Uniting Church, workshops and
story-telling with local leaders encountering both the dark and light sides of history, visits to missions,
art galleries and studios, and experiencing the “wow factor” of Kings Canyon and Uluru. For our
time together we will form an intentional community to which all are welcome. Rob and Andrea have
previously led study tours tracing the growth of early Christianity from Jordan and Israel/Palestine,
through Turkey, then on to Greece, Malta and Italy. These tours have been Biblical, interfaith and
archaeological. Their experience includes previous visits to Central Australia which inform this Journey
to the Centre.

PR ICE INCLUD ES
•

4,150

*

Economy class airfare from SYD/BNE/ •
MEL to Alice Springs with Qantas
(including all taxes)
•
Economy class airfare from Ayers
Rock (Uluru) Airport to SYD/MEL/
BNE with Qantas (including taxes)

•

5 nights at Aurora Hotel, Alice
Springs

•

8 nights accommodation as follows:

1 night at Kings Canyon Resort

2 nights at Sails in the Desert – what •
a fantastic hotel to finish the trip
with!!!!

Daily breakfasts, some lunches and
most dinners (see itinerary)
All touring and transportation in a
comfortable air conditioned 4WD
coach with a wonderful local driver

Entrance fees, touring as per itinerary
including workshops, encounters &
experiences
Uluru Sunset Tour with canapes and
sparkling wine

Field of Light (Star Pass) at Uluru and
farewell dinner at a local restaurant

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE

		

· GRASP THESE UNIQUE OPPORTUNITIES TO MEET
LOCAL ABORIGINAL AND NON-INDIGENOUS LEADERS
AND COMMUNITIES, EXPLORING THE TENSIONS
BETWEEN INDIGENOUS, MISSIONARY AND
PIONEERING NARRATIVES.
· ENJOY RETREAT AND REFLECTION TIMES, EXPLORING
THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CENTRE AND THE CENTRE
OF OUR BEING, INCLUDING CAMPFIRE IN THE HEART.
· PARTAKE IN SUNDAY WORSHIP AND WORKSHOPS
WITH THE MINISTRY TEAM AND MEMBERS AT JOHN
FLYNN MEMORIAL UNITING CHURCH, ALICE SPRINGS,
PLUS ST PHILIP’S COLLEGE, A UNITING CHURCH DAY
AND BOARDING SCHOOL.
· VISIT GALLERIES AND INDIGENOUS ART-MAKING
COMMUNITIES REFLECTING THE SPIRIT OF THE LAND,
MEETING THE ARTISTS AND SUPPORTING THEIR WORK.
· IMMERSE YOURSELF IN THE WONDER OF THE
LANDSCAPE FEATURES OF THE CENTRE: ULURU, KATA
TJUTA, KINGS CANYON AND SIMPSON’S GAP IN THE
MACDONNELL RANGES, INCLUDING GUIDED WALKS,
AND SUNRISE/SUNSET EXPERIENCES.

Ph. 1300 550 830 or +61 3 8488 9696
info@olivetreetravel.com.au
www.olivetreetravel.com.au

DAY 1 SATURDAY 17 APRIL		

Arrive Alice Springs				
Upon our arrival to Alice Springs (different flights from SYD/MEL/BNE with similar arrival times), we will be met and
transferred to our hotel in the heart of Alice Springs. After hotel check in there is time for lunch (own expense) before
our coach and driver collect us for the transfer to the Alice Springs Desert Park for a visit. We will do orientations and
introductions along the way. (The highly recommended bird show commences at 3:30pm). We return to the hotel and
enjoy a 3-course welcome dinner.  Our accommodation for the next five nights is at the Aurora Alice Springs Hotel.
(D)

									
DAY 2 SUNDAY 18 APRIL		
Alice Springs						
Join with the congregation at John Flynn Memorial Uniting Church for worship and morning tea. After church wander
through the Todd Street Mall for some free time. We will set out for a quick stop to ANZAC Hill before we have an
afternoon tour of the Telegraph Station, which has some very interesting history. Its location as the first place of
non-Indigenous settlement as well as its role in the Stolen Generation will be pondered and discussed. There will be
time here for lunch at the Trail Station Café (own expense). This evening soak up and enjoy the atmosphere of the
Parrtjima, Festival in Light whilst enjoying dinner (own expense) from one of the stalls. (B)

									
DAY 3 MONDAY 19 APRIL		
Alice Springs						

This morning we will gather back at Flynn Uniting Church for workshops and encounters with the spirituality of The
Centre led by the Ministry team and visit the Adelaide House and Museum, John Flynn’s first hospital.  Later we
proceed to St Philip’s College, where we will be met and hosted by Sarah Pollitt, the college chaplain who has been
with the college for 30 years. We will share a drink in the café before being shown around the museum, Rev Fred &
Meg McKay Memorial Peace Garden and the unique bush chapel and will share lunch at the college with the
boarders. This afternoon we transfer to Campfire in the Heart, hosted by David and Sue Woods for a special
workshop/retreat. Activities will include the Labyrinth Walk, meditation with Sue, meeting local Aboriginal women,
and a talk about the Uluru Statement of the Heart. We enjoy dinner and reflect on the day around the campfire
before transferring back to our hotel. (B,L,D)
									

DAY 4 TUESDAY 20 APRIL		

Day trip to Santa Teresa 				

Meet Sr Liz at St Theresa’s Catholic Church at 10am and enjoy a welcome and briefing about the history of Santa
Teresa and how it become a Catholic Mission in 1953. Sr Liz will share some of her knowledge with us about
Aboriginal spirituality, language, culture, and art. We will learn that the 500 or so residents maintain a strong Christian
faith with the church being a focal point of the community.  We visit the Spirituality Centre and enjoy morning tea
and spend time at the famous Keringke Arts Centre where we have the privilege of meeting the artists and
appreciate the artwork.  After lunch we will head back towards Alice Springs, on the way stopping for a visit to the
Ewaninga Rock Carvings. Dinner tonight by own arrangements and expense. (B,L)
									

DAY 5 WEDNESDAY 21 APRIL		

Alice Springs 						

Set out this morning to visit the Old Gaol and Women’s Museum, as well as the Araluen Cultural Precinct, which
includes the Strehlow Research Centre at the Museum of Central Australia. Lunch (own arrangements and expense)
from the Yaye’s Café located within the complex.  Later we stop at John Flynn’s Grave and Simpson’s Gap before
continuing to White Gums Honeymoon Gap Retreat Centre where we meet with Keith Castle for a two hour visit
including a bushwalk and afternoon tea. We return to our Alice Springs hotel for overnight. Dinner by own
arrangements and expense. (B)

Ph. 1300 550 830 or 03 8488 9696
info@olivetreetravel.com.au
www.olivetreetravel.com.au

DAY 6 THURSDAY 22 APRIL		

Hermannsburg, Kings Canyon				

We say farewell to Alice Springs today and Wurtai (welcome) to Hermannsburg (Ntaria), Western Aranda country.
Here we experience a truly remarkable part of Central Australia’s history. By special arrangement we will have the
opportunity to wander around the old Lutheran Mission and get a glimpse of life as it was for the early pioneers and
their families, and learn about how the European settlers and local Aranda people built a thriving community, despite
many difficulties and setbacks. There are paintings by Albert Namatjira’s family and other water colours displayed in
The Manse.  Meet Ingkaarta (Pastor) Neville Doecke, the whitefella Pastor who may also be joined by one of the
Aboriginal Pastors. Learn about the Finke River Mission and hear about the 6,000 – 7,000 Christian Indigenous
Australians in this vast land that is roughly the same size as Victoria and Tasmania combined. Enjoy our visit and share
stories, art, and culture and a take a short visit to the Finke River Mission Store. There is also the possibility of a visit
to the Hermannsburg Potters who produce amazing and unique art in the form of painted and fired clay pots. These
are available for purchase and can be shipped to any destination. We continue to Kings Canyon Resort for dinner and
overnight. (B,L,D)

									
DAY 7 FRIDAY 23 APRIL 		
Kings Canyon, Uluru 					

For those feeling energetic this morning there is the opportunity to take the 6km Kings Canyon Rim Walk. It is quite
steep at the beginning and takes around 3 to 4 hours, so an early start is suggested to avoid the heat and to also be
back in time for lunch.  For those who don’t feel up to the Rim Walk, there are a couple of shorter, gentler walks; the
2km Kings Canyon Creek Walk or the 4.8km Kings Canyon South Wall Walk. After lunch we depart for Uluru.  Later
this afternoon we enter the Uluru Kata Tjuta National Park and arrive to our hotel, Sails in the Desert in time to watch
the awe-inspiring sunset over Uluru with canapes and sparkling wine (included).  After sunset we will return to the
resort complex in time for dinner. (B,L,D)
									

DAY 8 SATURDAY 24 APRIL		
		

Kata Tjuta, Mala Walk, 					
Maruku Cultural Tour, Field of Light 			

A light breakfast will be provided this morning.  We head into the Uluru Kata Tjuta National Park and take a drive
around Uluru before meeting our Aboriginal guide for a cultural tour at the base of Uluru.  Visit the Uluru Kata Tjuta
National Park Cultural Centre and enjoy lunch (included) and experience the Maruku Traditional Dance Ceremony.   
After lunch we continue to Kata Tjuta (The Olgas) and enjoy the one hour guided Walpa Gorge Walk.  We then return
to our hotel where the remainder of the afternoon will be at leisure. Our final evening together will be very special.
We will experience the Field of Light (Star Pass) before enjoying a farewell dinner together at one of the restaurants
within the complex. (B,L,D)
									

DAY 9 SUNDAY 25 APRIL 		

Sunrise Tour, Departure					

We rise early this morning to see the desert come alive as the sun rises above Uluru, and we will take a moment to
reflect and remember the dawn landing at ANZAC Cove. After sunrise we return to the hotel for a light breakfast,
check out and have some free time before we depart for the airport. Lunch by own arrangements and expense. (B)

Ph. 1300 550 830 or 03 8488 9696
info@olivetreetravel.com.au
www.olivetreetravel.com.au

ABOUT YOUR HOSTS: 																									
ROB & ANDREA MCFARLANE 																							
Rev Dr Rob McFarlane is Presbytery Ministry Leader with
the Uniting Church in the Parramatta Nepean Presbytery
(Western Sydney). He is highly experienced as an adult
educator, Biblical scholar and occasional archaeologist.
As a Uniting Church minister, he combines these academic
insights with spiritual and missional reflection. This
combination is a unique feature of his tours. Rob has
previously led five study tours in the Middle East and
Mediterranean.

																																											
Andrea McFarlane is an academic and researcher in early
childhood educational leadership and children’s spirituality
at Macquarie University. She has been co-leader with Rob
on three previous tours. Andrea brings organisational and
community-building strengths to the group.      
KINGS
																																											CANYON
		

Hermannsburg

ULURU

NE X T
ST E P S

STEP 1:

ALICE
SPRINGS
Santa
Teresa

Contact Rob & Andrea McFarlane or the team at Olive Tree Travel to register your interest and obtain a booking form		
or CLICK HERE

STEP 2:

Due to special 4WD coach vehicle size, places are extremely limited.

STEP 3:

To secure your place on the trip, a refundable deposit of $200** per person will be required by 18th December 2020 		
(unless sold out prior)

STEP 4:

Balance of payment required by 19th March 2021

**If Covid-19 related restrictions are in place that do not allow travel, the trip will be cancelled/postponed 2 weeks prior				
to departure and payments will be refunded in full.

R E V D R R O B E R T 			
M C FA R L A N E
0400 825 739
rjmcfarlane@hotmail.com

Ph. 1300 550 830 or 03 8488 9696
info@olivetreetravel.com.au
www.olivetreetravel.com.au

103A Gardenvale Road, Gardenvale Victoria 3185
Proud Member of the
International Institute for
Peace through Tourism

