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“ARISE SHINE FOR YOUR LIGHT HAS COME” (ISAIAH 60.1.)

AN ADV EN T PILGRIMAGE
9 – 2 2 			
DEC 2022
ESCORTED BY

BISHOP BRAD
BILLINGS

14
D A Y S

TOUR
PA C K A G E
PRICE

$

P E R PERSON (TWIN SHARE)

6,290
$

OPTIONAL
SINGLE
ROOM
S U PPLEMEN T ADDITION AL

1,350

T O T H E 			
H O LY L A N D

*

F U L LY
ESCORTED
*Price is based on minimum of 30
paying participants. Subject to
change. Conditions apply.

The Holy Land has been a place of religious significance and pilgrimage for people of
Christian faith for many centuries. The landscape is filled with sites of great importance to
the story of Christianity and the Bible. Pilgrims on this journey in the Season of Advent will
visit places associated with the coming into the world of Jesus and of his forerunner John
the Baptist – including Nazareth, Bethlehem, the Sea of Galilee, the Judean wilderness and
the settlement at Qumran, and of course the holy city of Jerusalem. Along the way we will
also visit many other places of religious, historical and cultural significance, see sites

P RI C E I N C LU D E S

of extraordinary natural beauty, and encounter the people, culture and cuisine of the land. You will be
accompanied throughout by Bishop Brad Billings, a frequent visitor to the Holy Land, an executive and
member of the foundation supporting the ministry of St George’s Anglican College in Jerusalem, and the
author of “To be a pilgrim: A ref lective guide to the Holy Land” (Morning Star Publishing, 2018).
•

Return economy airfares Melbourne Tel Aviv with Emirates via Dubai

•

Current airport and departure taxes

•

10 nights’ hotel accommodation in
shared twin rooms

•

Daily breakfasts and dinners at hotels
unless otherwise specified

•

Farewell meal at restaurant

•

Transport by deluxe air-conditioned
motor-coach

•

Whisperer headsets

NE X T
ST E P S

S O M E H I G H L I G H T S 				

•

All guiding and entrance fees

•

Sightseeing as per itinerary

•

All tips, porterage and gratuities

								
· VISITING THE SHEPHERD’S FIELDS AND THE CHURCH OF
THE HOLY NATIVITY IN BETHLEHEM, THE BIRTHPLACE OF
OUR LORD
· WALKING THE PALM SUNDAY ROUTE DOWN THE MOUNT
OF OLIVES, AND THE VIA DOLOROSA (THE “WAY OF THE
CROSS”) THROUGH THE OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM
· VISITING QUMRAN, WHERE THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS 		
WERE FOUND, AND HEROD’S MOUNTAIN TOP FORTRESS
AT MASADA
· TAKING IN THE NATURAL BEAUTY AND HISTORICAL 		
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TWO CAESAREA’S – MARITIME
AND PHILIPPI AND THE GALILEE REGION
· STANDING ON THE SHORES OF THE JORDAN RIVER 		
AND THE DEAD SEA, AND EXPERIENCING THE 		
HAUNTING BARRENNESS OF THE SURROUNDING 		
JUDEAN WILDERNESS

STEP 1: CLICK HERE to register your interest and obtain a booking form from Olive Tree Travel
STEP 2: To secure your place, a deposit of $500 per person will be required by 15th April 2022
STEP 3: The balance payment is required by 31st October 2022.

Ph. 1300 550 830 or 03 8488 9696

info@olivetreetravel.com.au www.olivetreetravel.com.au
103A Gardenvale Road, Gardenvale Victoria 3185

DAY 1 FRIDAY 9 DECEMBER Depart Australia								

Depart Melbourne this evening on your Emirates flight to Dubai. Transfer to your onward connecting flight bound for
The Holy Land of Israel.

									
DAY 2 SATURDAY 10 DECEMBER Arrive Tel Aviv, Joppa						

Arrive into Tel Aviv this morning, where we are met by our waiting tour guide and driver. After a tour of old Joppa we
will check in to our hotel in Tel Aviv for an early dinner and overnight stay.
									
DAY 3 SUNDAY 11 DECEMBER Caesarea Maritime, Haifa  
During our first full day in the Holy Land we will be reflecting on the long history of the land and its peoples, from
Old Testament times through to the Roman occupation. This will set the scene for our future reflections on the
birth and advent of Jesus. Leaving Tel Aviv after breakfast, we will travel first to the astonishing Caesarea (Maritime)
National Park. This is the site of a city on the Mediterranean Sea built and gifted by Herod the Great to his Patron
Caesar Augustus. We will then visit Mount Carmel, where Elijah faced off against the prophets of Baal. We then check
into our hotel in the vibrant coastal city of Haifa.    

									
DAY 4 MONDAY 12 DECEMBER Nazareth, Sepphoris 							

Today our focus shifts to the Holy Family as we travel to Nazareth, the boyhood home of Jesus, and the site of the
annunciation to Mary. Our first stop will be at the Church of the Annunciation, decorated with pictures of Mary from
around the world. We will then visit the archaeological site of Sepphoris (Zippori), where Joseph may have plied his
trade. We then drive to the shores of the Sea of Galilee, to the Nof Ginosar kibbutz hotel, which will be our home
base for the next four nights.   

									
DAY 5 TUESDAY 13 DECEMBER Sea of Galilee

We spend today on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, beginning our theme for the next few days on  the public
ministry of Jesus, and visiting places well known to us from the Gospels. We travel first to Capernaum, where we will
see the ruins of the ancient synagogue and a house that may once have been home to Peter. We next visit Tabgha,
where the exhortation of Jesus to Peter ‘feed my sheep’ and the feeding miracle of the loaves and fishes are both
commemorated. From Tabgha, a winding road takes us to the heights above the Sea of Galilee and to the Church on
the Mount of Beatitudes. This area is associated with the Sermon on the Mount and provides lovely views over the
surrounding Galilean countryside. Return to Nof Ginosar for dinner and a relaxing evening.     

									
DAY 6 WEDNESDAY 14 DECEMBER Caesarea Philippi, Mt Tabor						
This morning we will drive north to the Golan Heights to the site of ancient Caesarea Philippi, which we will visit.
There will be time to enjoy the natural beauty of the area, as well as to read and prayerfully reflect on the biblical
narratives associated with Peter’s confession that Jesus is the promised Messiah. On the way back we will proceed to
Mount Tabor, a possible location of the Transfiguration, where Jesus came with his disciples to a ‘high mountain’ at a
very pivotal moment in his ministry. Return to Nof Ginosar for dinner and overnight.

Ph. 1300 550 830 or 03 8488 9696
info@olivetreetravel.com.au
www.olivetreetravel.com.au

DAY 7 THURSDAY 15 DECEMBER Jesus Boat, Boat Ride
Enjoy a leisurely final day at our kibbutz hotel Nof Ginosar. In the morning we will see the first century ‘Jesus boat’
recovered from the Sea of Galilee some years ago. We will then take a boat trip ourselves onto the Sea of Galilee,
pausing on the lake for a service of prayer and praise. After lunch there are two options – either spend the afternoon
at leisure in the beautiful grounds of our kibbutz hotel on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, or depart for an excursion
to Beit Shehan, an ancient biblical and later Roman city, that has been extensively excavated.     
									
DAY 8 FRIDAY 16 DECEMBER Ein Kerem, the Jordan River, the Wilderness, Jerusalem
Leaving Nof Ginosar after breakfast, we begin two days of reflection on the ministry of John the Baptist. We will
come to the Qasr al-Yahud baptism site at the Jordan River, and then drive into the Judean wilderness to experience
the tranquil and barren landscape. We will then proceed to Ein Kerem, the traditional site associated with the parents
of John the Baptist, Zechariah and Elizabeth. After stopping for a panoramic view over the Holy City, we will then
proceed into Jerusalem and check in to our hotel, which will be our home base for the next four nights.   
									
DAY 9 SATURDAY 17 DECEMBER 2022 Jericho, Qumran, Masada, Jerusalem
After breakfast we will drive through the Jordan Valley, past Jericho, and into the Judean desert, to Qumran, where
the Dead Sea scrolls were found, and where John the Baptist may have spent some time. From there we continue
to Masada, Herod’s hilltop fortress where the Jewish rebels made their last stand against an advancing Roman army
in 70 AD, and which can be ascended today by cable car, affording incredible views over the wilderness. There will
also be an opportunity to float in the nearby Dead Sea (weather permitting). Finally, we will return to our hotel in
Jerusalem for dinner and overnight.
									
DAY 10 SUNDAY 18 DECEMBER Jerusalem								
This morning we will attend the bi-lingual (Arabic and English) service at St George’s Anglican Cathedral Jerusalem.
In the afternoon we will proceed to the Mount of Olives, where we will be afforded a wonderful view of the Old City
of Jerusalem as we begin our descent on foot, following the path taken by Jesus on the first Palm Sunday. Half way
down we will pause at the Church of ‘Dominus Flevit’ (‘The Lord wept’). Upon reaching the bottom of the mount we
will come to the Garden of Gethsemane and the Church of All Nations. Our day will end with a visit to the wailing
wall inside the Old City of Jerusalem.

									
DAY 11 MONDAY 19 DECEMBER Jerusalem 								

Early in the morning we will walk the Via Dolorosa or ‘Way of the Cross,’ a meaning-filled and deeply spiritual walk
through the Old City of Jerusalem, ending at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. The remainder of the day, our last as
pilgrims, will be spent reflecting on the birth of our Lord, in nearby Bethlehem, the City of David. We will visit first the
Shepherds’ Fields, the traditional site where the angels announced the birth of the Messiah to shepherds watching
their flocks by night. We will then visit the Church of the Holy Nativity, reputed to have been built over the very cave
in which Jesus born. Our last night together is pilgrims will be spent at a nearby restaurant where we will enjoy a
Middle Eastern feast.   

Ph. 1300 550 830 or 03 8488 9696
info@olivetreetravel.com.au
www.olivetreetravel.com.au

DAY 12 TUESDAY 20 DECEMBER Depart Jerusalem								
Check out of hotel after breakfast. Transfer by bus to the international airport for the flight home.

									
DAY 13 WEDNESDAY 21 In Flight
									
DAY 14 THURSDAY 22 DECEMBER Arrive Australia								
Arrive home with wonderful memories of your trip!
**Itinerary subject to change**   
PLEASE NOTE PACKAGE PRICE EXCLUDES  Entrance/sightseeing/meals other than those in the itinerary, Lunches,
Visa fees (Israel Visa gratis for Australian Passport Holders), Drinks with meals, Single supplement, Travel insurance,
Incidental expenses of a personal nature such as phone calls, laundry, room service etc.  Any services not listed in
‘Price Includes’ above
																																													
BASED ON FOLLOWING HOTELS (or similar): 																											

Tel Aviv Grand Beach 1 night																																		
Haifa 			 Dan Panorama 1 night																																		
Galilee		 Kibbutz Nof Ginosar 4 nights (deluxe rooms)
Jerusalem Grand Court 4 nights

NE X T
ST E P S

STEP 1: CLICK HERE to register your interest and obtain a booking form from Olive Tree Travel
STEP 2: To secure your place, a deposit of $500 per person will be required by 15th April 2022
STEP 3: The balance payment is required by 31st October 2022.

Bishop Brad Billings

Ph. 1300 550 830 or 03 8488 9696

Diocese of Melbourne
bbillings@melbourneanglican.org.au

info@olivetreetravel.com.au

+61 3 9653 4220

103A Gardenvale Road, Gardenvale Victoria 3185

www.olivetreetravel.com.au
Proud Member of the
International Institute for
Peace through Tourism

